THE WAY OP NON-VIOLENCE

Gandhiji added that, in his opinion, the departure from the
straight path of non-violence they had made at times in 1942 wa^
very probably responsible for the aberration to which he had
referred.   He instanced also the spirit of general lawlessness
which had seized them Inasmuch as they dared to travel with-
out tickets, pull chains unlawfully or in senseless vindictiveness,
burnt zamindari crops or belongings.   He was no lover of the
zamindari system.   He  had  often  spoken  against  it;  but he
frankly confessed that he was not the enemy of the zamindars*
He owned no enemies.   The best way to bring about reform in
the economic and social systems, whose evils were admittedly
many, was through the royal road of self-suffering.   Any de-
parture from it only resulted in merely changing the form of
the evil that was sought to be liquidated violently.   Violence
was incapable of destroying the evil root and branch.

Harijan, 30-3-1947
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THE WAY OF NON-VIOLENCE
Gandhiji in his post-prayer address said that his aim was
the restoration of the old feelings which formerly prevailed
among the Bihari Hindus and Mussalmans. Then it could be
said of them that they did not merely live like brothers, but
were veritably as brothers and sisters to one another. Now and
then there might have been differences and even quarrels, but
it never went to the point when heart was rent from heart, as
it seemed to be now. Painful things had happened which it was
even difficult for him to relate; but then he wanted them to keep
such happenings in the background and think of what their duly
was in the present context.
There were only two ways lying before the country:
the course that the Punjab seemed to have taken of
returning a blow for a blow, and the other of
adulterated non-violence. Referring to the method
violence, GandMji said that some sort of peace, might
haps be established In the province, by ipeams; of